	P113/2 -  2007  The Gables, The Studio, Crossways, pt The Old Granary (922), Hobbit’s Rest, Lavender Cottage (925, 926)

	Summary

A whole series of small tenements gradually acquired by the Adams family at the cross made them significant landowners in the developing village. Some of the individual tenements are difficult to identify with certainty but the identification of the sites owned by the family on the tithe map is correct. William Adams was acting as executor of the will of Ann Adams in 1840 and the tithe commissioners recorded him as owner of several tenements which he held in that capacity at that precise moment. Most of those tenements were purchased from the estate by other members of the family shortly afterwards. Because of that anomaly the tithe apportionment and the manor court books often identify different owners. The family was influential in the parish. The patriarch John Adams was a miller. George was the landlord at the Royal Oak while Henry was the owner of the non-conformist chapel that was then situated at the Cross, while local directories reveal that Elizabeth Adams was a shop owner at Barcombe Cross in 1839 (51). 

These tenements demonstrate the continual partition and occasional reunification of holdings that characterizes the developments at Barcombe Cross in the 18th and 19th centuries.

Clearly the Adams family was influential in the development of the settlement that now forms the heart of the community. Much of their property was later purchased by the Grantham family and redeveloped. 

	Manorial tenements

Three copyhold tenements of the manor of Barcombe.
	Quit rent



	Acquired by John Adams 1797
	

	Apportioned from a tenement Barcombe Cross, cottage, garden, east of road (TA 925, 926)


	copy 4d by apportionment 

	1838  purchased by Elizabeth Adams 
	

	Barcombe Cross Cottage and garden (TA 922)

Formerly a larger tenement that had been partitioned in 1796 (3)
	copy 2s 6d by apportionment

	Owner
	1840 Tithe apportionment

	Elizabeth and Jane Adams
	3 cottages and gardens -  36perches (1)

	field numbers
	922, 925, 926

	Land tax
	not liable 


	P113/2 
	2007 Hobbit’s Rest, Lavender Cottage.

	Manorial tenement

Barcombe Cross, cottage, garden, east of road (TA 925, 926)

	1806
	by apportionment copy 4d

	1879
	Described as Two customary messuages with garden, orchard and backsides.

	<1687-1697
	Henry Martin (5) 
	1697 sale John Smith

Tenants self and William Cooper

	1697-1704
	John Smith of Isfield, tailor 
	1697 admitted and mortgage Robert Hammond of Lewes gent £42 

(1734 Humphrey Hammond of Tenterden release mortgage)

1704 John Smith deceased.

	1712-1734
	Elizabeth Smith 
	1712 admitted to widow’s bench.  

1734 Elizabeth widow deceased.

	1734-1743
	William Smith youngest son 
	1734 admitted and surrender to will.  

1737 Part surrendered to Francis Heasman to form P113/6 (TA 923, 924) no reduction in rent  

1740 mortgage Thomas Reeves of Barcombe innholder £51 5s 0d described as two messuages 

1743 sale to Thomas Reeves mortgage redeemed.

	1743-1743
	Thomas Reeves of Barcombe, innholder.
	1743 admitted and surrender to Charles Cooper

	1743-1761
	Charles Cooper of Lewes cooper.
	1743 admitted and surrender to will.  

1761 sale to Richard Braughton

	1761-1789
	Richard Braughton of Barcombe tailor 
	1761 admitted. 

Surrender to will and his wife Hannah Braughton for life.  

1768 mortgage Henry Scrase of Lewes mercer £70, Hannah examined privately.  

1789 death presented. Hannah already deceased.

	1789-1796
	Henry Scrace of Lewes.
	1789 admitted on default of mortgage

1796 Charles Scrase death presented

	1797-1797
	Sarah Scrase sister 
	1797 admitted by will and sale to John Adams

	1797-1826
	John Adams of Barcombe 
	1797 miller admitted and surrender to will.  

1826 death presented

	1826-1839
	Ann Adams widow 
	1826 admitted by will (with TA 905, 899)

1839 Ann Adams death presented

	1839-1839
	William Adams and George Berry 
	1839 William admitted by will of John Adams and sale to Elizabeth Adams £360 

	1839-1846
	Elizabeth and Jane Adams of Barcombe admitted 
	1838 Elizabeth acquires part of The Gables etc from Henry Uridge trustee of Sophia Smyth (P113/3b below)

1839 Elizabeth acquires the other part of The Gables etc (P113/3b below) from William Adams.

	1846-1860
	Elizabeth Adams spinster, later Elizabeth Best 

wife of Gabriel Best of Barcombe, shopkeeper
	1843 this tenement surrendered to will if Elizabeth Best.

1846 Jane sells her share to Elizabeth Best 

1860 death of Gabriel Best presented.

	1864-1879
	Elizabeth Best, widow


	On her husbands death in 1860 EB retained this tenement.

1879 Elizabeth Best sold Hobbits Rest and Lavender Cottage £225 to James Broad.

	1879-1879+
	James Broad
	


	P113/2a
	2007  The Gables, The Studio, Crossways, pt The Old Granary (922)

	Manorial tenement

Barcombe Cottage and garden – 2s 6d by apportionment  

	1766
	Grant of copy 2 tenements and gardens – copy 5s 0d

	1796
	Partition to form P113/6 (TA 923) Rosemary Cottage etc. – by apportionment 2s 6d (late 1839 both tenements reunited in ownership of Elizabeth Adams)

	1653-1653+
	John Blande of Barcombe blacksmith 
	1653+ 100 year lease

	<1734-1734+
	Richard Bland
	<1734 -1734+ (6)

	1766-1793
	James Cripps husbandman
	1766 Grant 2 tenements and gardens copyhold 5s 0d, surrender to will, fine £30

1793 deceased, heriot 5s 0d

	1793-1796
	Dorothy Cripps widow. 
	1793 admitted by will

1796 deceased, heriot 5s 0d

	1796-1798
	George Awcock and son in law John Verrall 
	1796 admitted in trust by devise of James Cripps and surrender part to James Gatland to form Rosemary Cottage (and others) part of P113/6 TA 923

1798 sale to John Duplock

	1798-1801
	John Duplock 
	1798 admitted and mortgage George Awcock £100, with other property (see TA 797).  

1819 mortgage redeemed

1801 surrender George Awcock

	1801-1819
	George Awcock of Barcombe yeoman 
	1801 admitted (with P113/28, see TA 797)

1818 mortgage (of all land above) Thomas Pescodd of Southover gent £120  

1819 mortgage redeemed and sale to Henry Austen £400.

	1819-1827
	Henry Austin of Barcombe shop keeper 
	1819 admitted and mortgage Mary Smith of Brighton spinster £150 (land as above) 

1823 mortgage John Farnes of Cliffe grocer £260

1827 mortgage redeemed and surrender to George Smyth £150 and interest due on mortgage and £165 besides

	1827-1835
	George Smyth of Barcombe farrier 
	1827 admitted 

1828 mortgage William Fuller of Lewes draper £250

1832 mortgage redeemed

1832 mortgage Elizabeth Morley of Barcombe widow £250 

1835 deceased.

	1836-1838
	Henry Uridge brother in law of Chiltington 
	1836 admitted in trust by Sophia Smyth  

1838 mortgage (1832) redeemed and surrender Elizabeth Adams £502 10s 0d.

	1838-1843
	Elizabeth Adams
	1838 admitted

1839 acquires the other part of the tenement that has earlier been partitioned (P113/6 TA 923 Rosemary Cottage etc) 

1843 Gabriel and Elizabeth Best surrender this tenement to Gabriel (with TA 923, 927-929). 

	1843-1860
	Gabriel Best
	1843 admitted

1860 Gabriel Best death presented.

	1860-1881
	John Norman and Stephen Fielder trustees of the will of Gabriel Best
	1860 admitted to The Gables, The Studio, Crossways and The Old Granary as trustees of the will of Gabriel Best [with Gladstone Buildings and Rosemary Cottage etc (see P113/3 TA 923, 927-929)]

1881 trustees deaths presented

	1881-1881
	Ephraim Norman
	1881 admitted and sale to Sir William Grantham 

	1881-1881+
	Sir William Grantham
	Purchased The Gables and Rosemary Cottage etc £830


