	P113/29 -  Court House, Penance Pond, cottage lost (by Culver Farm yard), and land

	Summary

This tenement represents the core of the demesne land, the land retained for his own use by the manorial lord, of the manor of Barcombe. There is no evidence that the lord of the manor of Barcombe ever resided here. Although there is no evidence for the earlier medieval period it is possible that the demesne let to tenants on lease. Those tenants may well have occupied the house, but the evidence is lacking. Edward Cooke, who owned property in Barcombe and also leased the demesne in the mid to late 16th-century gave his name to Cooksbridge.

Until 1728, when Nathaniel Garland (grandfather of the Nathaniel who owned the land in 1840) purchased the remaining demesne from Elizabeth, widow of George Goring, the evidence is sporadic. The name Court House suggests that the manor courts continued to be held there, possibly early in it’s history when a manorial reeve or similar officer was living there and representing the lord. The rather unusual lay-out of the house may reflect that role.

The position of the manor and church immediately adjacent to the site of the Roman Villa suggests the possibility that the existence of the villa estate may have influenced the administration and possibly the settlement pattern in Barcombe. Barcombe was the administrative centre of the hundred, a local administrative district, which encompassed both Hamsey and Newick. Certainly the Saxon successors to the villa estate were aware of the Roman origins of the site. The name Barcombe itself, earlier recorded as Bercamp, Berecomp, contains the element ‘camp’ which is frequently associated with Roman settlement (61). The archaeological evidence for late Saxon activity on the villa site confirms their use of the site.

Azor, who held the manor before the Conquest, was a significant thegn, holder of several manors in the rape of Lewes and obviously a man of substance. By 1086 the Norman William of Watteville held the manor. The subsequent descent of the manor is obscure until 1536. For a discussion of the problems and the later descent of the manor see The Victoria County History of Sussex (24).

In 1840 Nathaniel Garland also owned Spithurst House and Farm see P113/29/1 TA 550.

	Manorial tenements

Demesne farms of the manor of Barcombe (29)
	Quit rent

(none)

	Owner 
	Tithe Apportionment 1840

	Nathaniel Garland
	Court Lodge, Culver Farm House and garden, cottage and garden, orchard, 7 yards

	Field numbers
	1243-1246, 1248-1280, 1282-1284, 1289-1295 (1)

	Land tax 1840
	Culver £48 17s 6d

Court Lodge £87 7s 6d (2)


	P113/29
	Court House, Penance Pond, cottage lost (by Culver Farm yard), and land

	Former demesne of the manor of Barcombe. Demesne was property retained for his own use or benefit by the manorial lord. 

The original demesne was more extensive than the area remaining in 1844. After the early medieval period the demesne was almost certainly always leased out, but few records survive. The Garland family were never resident in Barcombe. (see further information for biography)

For details of other former demesne land see P113/44 TA1339,  P113/44/1TA 1033, P113/53/4 TA643, P113/71 TA679

	1557: The site of the manor of Barcombe, with all houses, buildings and barns belonging and all the demesne lands, meadows etc containing 267a. 

	1565: In the mansion house there is a hall, with a chimney newly builded, a little parlour with a chimney, 2 chambers with chimneys, and divers other chambers, a kitchen, a brewhouse, and a bake house and the most thereof covered with stone of horsham and the rest with tile.

There is a gatehouse, other outhouses for a stable and a stall and there is one barn and one house newly builded for a pigeon house (possibly the origin of Culver Farm – culver = pigeon).

	
	Owners
	

	<1557-1565+
	Edward Cooke of Barcombe, yeoman
	Leased from Francis Carew

	<1703-1703+
	Edward Attree (2)
	

	<1714-1714+
	Nathaniel Kemp
	1714 mortgage George Goring £700 later increased to £800.

1714 Lease for a year. George Goring of Chailey to John Heath of Cliffords Inn, London. Manor of Barcombe and houses and land called Court Farm and Culvers (60).

	<1718-1728
	John & Thomas Friend (executors of NK)
	1718 further mortgage £400 

	1728-1756
	Nathaniel Garland of London, merchant and Peak Elphick of Lewes, gent (Elphick in trust for NG)
	1728 purchased Court House and Culver Fams from Elizabeth Goring, widow of George Goring of Chailey, gent. (21)

Died 1756 

	1756-1778
	Lewis Peak Garland
	

	1779-1845
	Nathaniel Garland aged 3 years 
	

	1845-1845+
	Trevor Lorence Garland 
	

	<1912-1912+
	Edgar Cope Garland
	

	
	Tenants
	

	<1714-1714+
	John Newnham
	

	<1728-1728+
	Thomas Awcock
	

	<1790-1800+
	Mr Awcock
	

	<1810-1830+
	George Awcock
	

	<1840-1840+
	Richard Knight
	


