HAMSEY – Offham House 
P125/15
Manorial tenure:
includes freehold of the manor of Hamsey, quitrent 6d M505/102 [3]

	
	Tithe numbers [1]

	1840
	314-317, 319, 351, 379, 380, 423, 253-259, 269, 356-377


	
	Descriptions of property (centred at TQ 403125)

	1661
	messuage, barn and croft of two acres [5]

	1662
	purchased messuage, garden, orchard and 5a by 1000 year lease at 1d [P125/U7] [5]

	1672
	purchased barn, close and 15a called Pyecombes in Offham and croft called Tyecroft (2a), with the cut of two acres in the Upland Wish by 1000 year lease at a peppercorn [P125/U6] [5]

	1697
	purchased Pellbrook (2a) and an acre with the site of a demolished chapel [P125/28]; no more is heard of this property

	1699
	1
messuage, barn, garden, close and croft of 2a

2
messuage since converted into stable, garden, orchard and 5a in Offham, being meadow land adjoining the croft, and 8 sheepleazes

3
barn, close and 15a called Pyecombes in Offham and croft called Tyecroft (2a) [5]; Offham House taken out of this 

	1701
	2 above called The Clover Field [5]

	1706
	purchased an enclosed croft (2a) S: the lane leading to Coombe; N: Offham laines from Abraham Nicholas [P125/U5]

	<1752
	purchased Wellcroft (P125/66)

	1776
	purchased part of the demesnes of the manor of Hamsey: three fields called The Knole otherwise The Knowle, The [blank] afterwards called The Fourteen Acres and [blank] afterwards called Offham Field, which now and for sometime past have been inclosed with a pale fence and called The Paddock [11]

	c1780
	purchased part of P125/80 [2]

	1780
	purchased the lordship of the manor of Hamsey and part of the demesnes [P125/16]: 

1
the lordship of Hamsey; farmhouse, barns, stables, granary and outhouses (1a 2r 25p) called New House Farm in Hamsey, with land called The Bramble Field or Brambly Field (10a 3r 38p), Oaten Rye Brook otherwise Watnigh Brook (10a 1r 14p), The Stonefield (12a 3r 29p), The Marle Pit Field and the Marl Pit (12a 0r 25p), The Copyhold Meadow (5a 2r 35p), The Ridge Wood Field or Ridge Woods (10a 2r 32p), The Kiln Field (5a 3r 25p), the Lower Field or The Upper and Lower Copyhold Fields (5a 1r 9p), The Pond Field (6a 2r 7p), Bushey Field and the shaw (6a 1r 33p), Newbroke Field or Hilly Field (6a 3r 33p), The Upper Candle Meadow or Green Field (7a 0r 36p), The Lower Candle Meadow or Candlers Mead (9a 1r 10p), The Upper Park Fields (11a 2r 7p), The Lower Park Field or Further Lower Park Field (5a 3r 14p), The Park Meadow or Hither Lower Park Field (8a 3r 25p), The Park Field Lakes or The Laggs (4a 1r 4p), The Alder Brook or Alder Moore (4a 0r 21p), The Lambs Wish (3a 0r 7p), The Common Acre (1a 0r 28p, then thrown into the Further Upper Park Field); lime-kiln and chalk-pit on a hill called Marble Hill in Hamsey; a proportion or part of Hamsey Common (1a 0r 17p); in all 152a 0r 34p, occupied in 1780 by William Knight

2
The Cromps (5a 0r 3p) and The Cromps Mead (3a 0r 29p), in Hamsey, occupied in 1780 by John Cheesman

3
1 rod of land formerly called the Nick of the Knole (NE: TWP’s paddock;  SE: the drove-way;  SE: the turnpike road;  NW: a field owned and occupied by John Bridger, kt), then occupied by Richard Hollingdale

4
The Further Bush Wood (6a 0r 35p), The Middle Bush Wood (13a 2r 5p), and The Hither Bush Wood (6a 0r 38p) in Hamsey, occupied in 1780 by JM

reserving to JM a drove-way from Offham Village by TWP’s land called The Paddock to Hamsey Place, and power to dig chalk in the chalk-pit occupied by William Knight and to burn lime in the lime-kiln there [11]

	1788
	purchased P125/79, of which the land (tithe 193) was attached to P125/16

	1788
	purchased three houses and a croft [P125/65] and Tilecroft [P125/68]

	1789
	purchased Woodcock Cottage (P125/59); sold 1851

	1796
	acquired a leaze on Wood Green Common from P125/1 and 1½ leazes from P125/43

	<1797
	purchased P125/61; sold 1851

	1817
	purchased P125/60; sold 1851

	1826
	purchased house and blacksmith’s forge at Offham [P125/62]; sold 1854

	<1827
	purchased P125/68; sold 1851

	<1838-1841+
	mansion house, garden, orchard, farm buildings, 20 cottages: land 51a 0r 30p [1]

	1851
	sold Woodcock Cottage [P125/59], P125/60-61

	1851
	mansion and land sold to Coombe Estate for £4570 (tithe 351, 423, 356-365, 315, part 316, 379, 319, 380) [5]

	1854
	sold house and blacksmith’s forge at Offham [P125/62]

	1864
	capital messuage called Offham House with coach-houses, stables, ou offices, gardens, orchards, lawn, shrubberies, 5a 1r 10p occupied by Mrs Daniell and paddock to the East of the road (24a) [5]


	
	Descriptions of house (at TQ 399124) & farm buildings (403125)

	1634
	shown, more roughly, as house of 1707 [5]

	1662-1675
	Nizell Rivers 9 flues 1662, 12 flues 1675

	1676
	sundial on house NR 1676 = Nizell Rivers

	1707
	shown as tile-covered bouse with central doorway and pediment, two wings with gables and two massive chimneys; the house is approached by a path from the road, on which there are double gates [5]

	1747
	house + 5a among property sold by Norton Nelson to John Bridger; house + 5a sold by him almost immediately to John Davies, DD; 8 sheepleazes were attached to this house, but were not included in the sale, suggesting to John Bridger in 1787 that the house had once been part of Offham Laines [9]

	1749
	rainwater heads have JD 1749 = John Davies

	1752
	shown without identification on map [6]

	c1780
	view by James Lambert [12]

	1797
	mansion house occupied by Thomas Partington with stables and 5a (E: road from Lewes to Cooksbridge; N: John Bridger; W: John Bridger late Thomas Dennett; S: road from Offham to Coombe) [5]

	<1838-1841+
	Mansion house, farm buildings (351) cottages (253-259, 269, 356-377) [1]


	
	Land tax assessments [2]

	<1817-1840+
	£30 10s


	
	Owners

	<1661-1661
	Robert
	Baker
	clk
	of Rottingdean; sold to NR in 1661 [5]; in his will of 1679 he mentioned his daughter Joanna Nelson [see 1698] [4]

	1661-1695
	Nizell
	Rivers
	esq
	1614-1695, son of Sir John Rivers of Chafford in Kent; born Westerham 1614; his older brother James, MP for Lewes 1641, was the owner of Coombe Place [P125/22]; MP for Lewes 1660; purchased house from Robert Baker in 1661, another house from Francis Corner of Offham, yeoman, and John King in 1662, and a barn, Pyecombe and Tilecroft from John Langford of Bolney and his son John Langford of Chailey in 1672 [5]; by his will of 1694 left his Offham property to his niece, James’s daughter Dorothy [4]; buried at Hamsey

	1695-1698
	Dorothy
	Rivers
	
	living with her brother in Kent; sold to WN in 1698 (according to the manor [3]) or 1699 according to the deed [5]; of Hamsey at her death in 1704

	1698-1723
	William
	Nelson
	esq
	ODNB; barrister of the Middle Temple and author and publisher of legal texts, chairman of the bench of the eastern Division; augments the estate (see above); in 1723, of the Middle Temple, gent, he conveyed all his property at Hartham in Corsham, Wiltshire, Goosey at in Stanford, Berkshire and Hamsey to his only son RN, subject to a mortgage of £600 to Sarah Alford of Hamsey [5]

	1723-1746
	Robert
	Nelson
	esq
	on homage 1745; by his will of 12 Aug 1745 NN bequeathed to NN [5, 6]

	1746-1747
	Norton
	Nelson
	esq
	of Gatcombe in Devon; immediately on admission he surrendered to JB, to whom he conveyed the freehold and leasehold estate for £750 on 6 May 1747 [5]

	1747-1747
	John
	Bridger
	esq
	owner of the Coombe Estate; a house and 5a, this property, sold [?immediately] to his brother-in-law JD, but the remainder retained [5]

	1747-1766
	John
	Davies
	clk
	DD, vicar of Iford and Kingston, and of Hamsey from 1752; married Jane Bridger in 1737; resigned Hamsey 1760 and died at Canterbury (of which he was a canon) in 1766; descends to his only son JBD

	1766-1766+
	JB
	Davis
	
	John Brewer Davis of Epsom and Lincolns Inn esq (1741-1817) [5]; he must have sold to Thomas Dennett [10]

	<1768-1768+
	Thomas
	Dennett
	
	assessed for £8 late Nelson’s Land in 1768 [9]; must have sold to JW [8]

	<1773-1773
	John
	Wenham
	clk
	DD; death presented at Warningore in 1775; he had built stables on part of Wellcroft; before his death he had mortgaged to William Stanford who, [as mortgagee in possession] had sold to TWP for £6400 

	1773-1791
	TW
	Partington
	esq
	Thomas Walley Partington, solicitor to Dukes of Dorset and the Grosvenor Estate; owner-occupier; buried Hamsey 1791, aged 60; death presented 1792, to his son TW [8]

	1791-1841
	Thomas 
	Partington
	esq
	[1] barrister; owner occupier; settled on his marriage with Penelope Trollope in 1797 [5]; chairman of Quarter Sessions, 1804-1834; buried at Hamsey, aged 81, 1841; to his widow Penelope, née Trollope [5]

	1841-1851
	Penelope
	Partington
	wid
	died 1851; estate sold by her son Edward Partington to Sir Henry Shiffner [5]

	1851-1851+
	COOMBE
	ESTATE
	
	


	
	Occupiers

	<1662-1694
	Nizell
	Rivers
	esq
	[8] owner occupier until his death

	1747
	
	Howell
	
	occupier when sold to John Bridger [5]

	<1773-1791
	TW
	Partington
	esq
	Thomas Walley Partington, barrister; owner-occupier

	1791-1841
	Thomas 
	Partington
	
	[1] owner occupier

	1841-1851
	Penelope
	Partington
	wid
	widow of TP

	<1857-1857
	Catherine
	Gillham
	spr
	buried from Offham House 1857

	1864-1866+
	George
	Lyall
	
	of 14 Gloucester Square, Hyde Park; leased for seven years at £175 in 1864 [5]

	<1871-1875+
	HJ
	Pattison
	
	leased for 14 years at £175, 1872 [5]


	
	problem with descent of Offham House

	
	Although a house and five acres which was added to this estate in 1662 can be traced back to before 1635 [P125U7], the house to which it was added cannot be traced before its purchase in 1661.

If the house and five acres exempted from the Combe estate settlement in 1761 as having been sold to John Davies in 1747 = the messuage converted to a stable and 5a bought by Rivers from Corner in 1662 and sold by Dorothy Rivers to William Nelson in 1699 [P125/U7], why is the messuage already described in 1699 as converted into a stable since it should contain the mansion with the 1676 NR sundial? And where was the messuage and croft (2a) which the 5a meadow and converted stable adjoined?

Deductions from deposition of William Corner, 1787 (ESRO SHR 2038/33): John Bridger sold a house to John Davies; JB believed that the house had been part of Offham Laines since the eight sheep-leazes which went with it were reserved to him when the house was sold to JD. The eight sheep-leazes beloned to the other part of the Nelson estate purchased by JB.

The three acres at the bottom of Mr Partington’s garden and field lying E-W was bought by the Nelson family from his grandfather Corner, together with a cottage converted to a stable, held of the manor of Newick by a quitrent of 9s 6d ‘and since I suppose to be enfranchised by Mr Partington’. he never heard of the land being ploughed.
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